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Minutes of Bures Sports Ground Committee Meeting 
Thursday 13th November 2014, 7.30 pm at the Committee Room, Bures Community Centre 

 
 

Present: Cllrs G Jackson (Chairman), D Ambrose, T Saer, R Butcher and 
Charles Revell (Football Club) 

 
In attendance:   Mrs Jenny Wright (Clerk) 
 
 
 
1/11/14 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
Cllr Jackson welcomed everyone to the meeting.  
Apologies received from Cllr Jeanette Weavers (personal commitment), 
Cllr Derek Matthews (unwell), Cllr Alan Ryman (on holiday). 
 
2/11/14 REGISTER OF INTERESTS AND DISPENSATION REQUESTS 
There were no interests or dispensation requests notified to the meeting. 
 
3/11/14 MINUTES 
The minutes of the meeting held on 11th September 2014 were agreed and signed 
as a true record of the meeting (previously circulated). 
 
4/11/14 MATTERS ARISING FROM THE PREVIOUS MINUTES  
a) Grounds maintenance contract – an initial 1 year contract had been drawn up and duly 
signed by JPB Landscapes and Chairman of the Sports Ground Committee. The contract 
dated from 29th September 2014 would be reviewed at the September 2015 committee 
meeting. Jack Brown had asked the Clerk to clarify the following – grass cutting at cricket 
pavilion to include the section within the fenced area.  Maintenance of garden area at 
Community Centre to only include the grass cutting within the contract figure accepted.  
Pruning of the bushes to be priced at man hour of £15 per hour to a maximum of 3 visits  
per year. 
b) Disabled bay – the Music Festival’s temporary sign was now removed. Noah’s Ark had 
kindly offered use of their cones to reserve a bay if needed by users of the centre.  
This had been successful on some occasions but the committee had received a further 
request for a permanent marked out bay. Following discussion it was agreed that this matter 
could not be progressed owing to legal regulations and agreed to continue with marking a  
bay with cones as and when necessary. 
c) Dog issues – Cllr Jackson reported that she had recently attended a Babergh Parish 
Council Chairman event. Fencing for play areas was an issue raised and that it was 
generally agreed by those attending the event that only toddler areas needed fencing. 
This was noted by members as the Sports Ground Committee had been considering the 
need for fencing the main play area. 
The Clerk had removed all remaining monitoring warning notices as some had been 
defaced or torn. Following notification to the Clerk of dogs fighting, a child being bitten 
and the continuing dog fouling of the sports ground, she had written to Suffolk Police to 
gain police advice and support with the ongoing problems. It was agreed she should 
also continue to monitor and maintain an update via the parish magazine. 
d) Lime spreading – Cllr Ambrose reported that the lime application to the sports 
ground had been completed satisfactorily. 
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e) Community Payback Scheme – work completed as per the project agreement. Extra 
work was able to be done as a larger team than expected had arrived. Ivy from along 
rear of recycling centre cleared plus car park railing varnished. A complaint from a 
resident had been dealt with satisfactorily by the Clerk and a letter of acknowledgement 
to be sent from the Community Payback Team Supervisor to the complainant. The Clerk 
had received a residents offer to clear the remainder of the ivy along that section at a 
small cost to the Sports Ground Committee.  This offer was accepted by members. 
As the team had been booked for a further few days it was agreed to request the 
following work to be completed: clean barbecue, clear tennis court moss and debris, 
repair court netting, varnish two benches.  It was also agreed for Cllr Ambrose to 
purchase fencing posts, approximate cost £260 and request the team to install along the 
remaining unfenced section just inside the main gate entrance. The Chairman thanked 
Cllr Ambrose for his significant input. 
f) Damage to path edge – Cllr Ambrose had kindly agreed to supply and deliver the 
topsoil and re-seed.  Bures Music Festival members to lay the soil and make good 
the damage. Date for work still to be agreed. 
g) Community Centre area of responsibility – Chairman advised that the patio area and 
round to the kitchen door was the Centre’s area of responsibility.  All remaining areas 
were under the Sports Ground Committee. Chairman to ensure that the Community 
Centre Management Committee were made aware of its areas of responsibility. 
h) Benches – Geoff Davies had informed the Clerk that he would be able to 
commence work on the benches in the spring when his supply of wood became 
available for use. 
 
5/11/14 CORRESPONDENCE 
The Clerk was in receipt of St Mary Parish Council’s current insurance schedule from 
Came & Co.  Page 12 of the schedule referred to playground equipment being 
inspected by a competent person at least weekly.  Clerk to check with Came & Co as 
the Sports Ground play equipment was currently being inspected monthly.  Charles 
Revell offered to investigate play inspection courses with a view to completing one and 
offering his services to the Committee.  The members were extremely happy for 
Charles to follow this matter up.  
 
6/11/14 QUEEN ELIZABETH 11 FIELD NOMINATION 
The Clerk still progressing the nomination. Nicola Lockwood, Legal Officer of Fields 
Trust confirmed that she now only required receipt of the signed Statutory 
Declaration before final completion of the deed could be made. Chairman to arrange 
for the declaration to be signed and witnessed. 
 
7/11/14 EVENTS FOR APPROVAL 
Request for a wedding marquee 23rd May 2015 – the Clerk was now in receipt of the 
relevant insurance documents for the event as requested. The Committee agreed the 
request on the following terms: a donation of £100 to be paid to the Bures Sports 
Ground Committee plus a £100 deposit returnable after the event with any ‘make good’ 
costs being met from the deposit first. Also it was noted that as with this request, any 
subsequent similar requests will be individually assessed by the Committee before any 
agreement is made.  
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Bures Music Festival July 8th – 12th 2015 – approved. 
Bures Coracle Event 1st August 2015 – approved.  
Clerk to obtain current insurance certificates prior to both events. 
Suffolk County Council requested access to the Millennium footbridge to enable an 
inspection of the bridge to be made. Date of inspection still to be agreed. Request accepted. 
 
8/11/14 PLAY EQUIPMENT 
The Clerk had circulated the annual ROSPA inspection report completed late September. 
This report highlighted similar items as reported within the required independent inspection 
taken earlier by The Play Inspection Company. The Clerk had obtained a quotation for the 
necessary repair work from Playquip. It was agreed to accept all repairs quoted excluding 
the roundabout surfacing but including the installation of a new scramble net for the toddler 
climbing frame rather than its removal and make good. 
It was agreed to continue with Playsafety Ltd for the 2015 annual ROSPA play equipment 
inspection. 
 
9/11/14 SPORTS GROUND INSPECTION 
Councillor’s report: Cllr Butcher reported the following: No litter with the exception of 
the coronation shelter area. No signs of dog faeces. Some benches needed staining.  
Tennis noticeboard in urgent need of repair. Barbecue needed cleaning. Tennis court 
moss and debris needed clearing. Horizontal wires on tennis court fencing damaged. 
Moles on cricket outfield. Clerk to follow up all items raised. 
Items previously raised for action: Bench repaired. Picnic table stained. Loose post at 
tennis court – Cllr Ambrose to liaise with Jack Brown on this. 
Jack Brown contracted works: Jack had not confirmed with the Clerk that any play 
equipment inspections had been completed. Clerk to follow up. Patio at Community 
Centre weedkilled. Boundary overgrowth cleared but still further works needed. Trees 
lifted around the tennis courts. Oak tree branches pruned. Toddler play area gate 
repaired. Fencing along bottle bank renewed. Carrier bag dispenser erected at Wharf 
Lane gate. Waste bin erected in Coronation Shelter. Quotation of £210 to prune bushes at 
Community Centre and cut back face of hedge behind the community centre, football 
pavilion and skateboard ramp accepted. It was also agreed to remove the damaged tree 
behind the tennis courts.  
 
10/11/14 FINANCE 
Finance & Budget Monitoring Report – circulated, noted and attached. 
Bank reconciliation dated 3rd November 2014 – circulated, noted and attached. 
The half year claim for VAT had been re-submitted as this had not been acknowledged 
or received from HMRC. Charles Revell advised the Clerk that she would now be able 
to claim interest as the claim had not been actioned within the recommended timescale. 
The interest accrued on the S106 funds held at Babergh District Council had been 
released to the Committee. Interest received: £1,698.19. 
 
11/11/14 BUDGET 
The Clerk had circulated the proposed 3 year draft budget for 2015/16 – 2017/18. 
Draft figures included £2,500 for fencing repairs and £2,500 for play equipment repairs 
up to the end of this financial year. The Clerk had obtained a quotation from Jack Brown 
to replace the broken wooden fencing around the play area. It was agreed to investigate 
investing in metal hooped fencing. The Clerk to obtain 3 further quotations. Cllr Ambrose 
to measure the area of fencing required. Suggestions for quotations: Jackson Fencing,  
S.A. Castle, Babergh District Council and Persimmon Homes contractors. 
Clerk to also follow up on available grants for this project. 
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Proposed draft budget duly approved. 
 
12/11/14 AUDIT MATTERS 
Cllrs Holbrook and McCrory had completed the Internal Audit Review. All satisfactory.  
It was agreed that the Clerk should attach a bank statement showing the corresponding 
figures to the bank reconciliation when issuing each meeting agenda. 
As Internal Auditor, Mrs Susan Boon had stepped down from the role owing to her 
moving away from the area it was agreed the Clerk should approach Mr Angus Goody 
to confirm his acceptance of taking over for the remainder of the financial year.  
 
13/11/14 ANY OTHER BUSINESS 
Cllr Saer offered to investigate producing a package to promote Bures Sports 
Ground as an attractive event site and to produce appropriate charges for hirers. 
It was agreed that this should be an agenda item for the next meeting and the 
Chairman duly thanked Cllr Saer for her kind offer. 
 
14/11/14 DATES OF FUTURE MEETINGS 
Date of next meeting – 15th January 2015 at 7.30pm. 
Future dates booked –19th March, 14th May, 16th July – all to be held at the 
Committee Room, Bures Community Centre at 7.30pm. 
 
 
The meeting closed at 9.00pm. 

 

Signed:                                                Committee Chair                       Date: 

 

 

 

 

 

 


