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Minutes of Bures Sports Ground Committee Meeting 
Thursday 15th May 2014, 7.30 pm at the Committee Room, Bures Community Centre 

 
Present: Cllrs G Jackson (Chairman), R Butcher, D Ambrose, T Saer,  
 A Ryman, D Matthews 
 
In attendance:  Mrs Jenny Wright (Clerk) 
 
1/05/14 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
Cllr Jackson welcomed everyone to the meeting.  
Apologies received from Cllr J Weavers (personal commitment), Philip Gough 
(Tennis Club representative), Charles Revell (Football Club representative) 
 
2/05/14 REGISTER OF INTERESTS AND DISPENSATION REQUESTS 
There were no interests or dispensation requests notified to the meeting. 
 
3/05/14 MINUTES 
The minutes of the meeting held on 20th March 2014 were agreed and signed as a 
true record of the meeting (previously circulated). 
 
4/05/14 MATTERS ARISING FROM THE PREVIOUS MINUTES  
a) Benches – the bench in memory of the late Christine Rout was now in place. Son, 
Dale had been offered a couple of choices and had decided his preferred site was 
along the Vicarage wall inside Wharf Lane gate. Therefore as none of the other 
benches in that section could be moved as they were all in memory of a loved one it 
was agreed to proceed with the purchase of two new traditional oak benches for the 
toddler playarea. Clerk to contact Geoff Davies. 
b) Dog fouling issues – the Clerk had monitored the situation. Although the football 
club member’s comments indicated dog fouling had worsened since the removal of 
the dog waste bags it did appear from the dog waste bins that dog users were 
clearing up and using carrier bags to do so.  A major concern for the committee was 
the increasing number of dogs being allowed to run freely on the main play area with 
the majority of these dogs belonging to parents taking their children to and from the 
primary school who found it was a convenient time to exercise the dogs. It was 
agreed to erect notices at the sportsground to warn owners to maintain strict control 
of their dogs or it would be necessary for the committee to consider all dogs to be on 
leads. Clerk to contact the Dog Warden for advice on the matter. 
c) School use of sports ground – the Clerk had drawn up the proposed agreement 
but Head Teacher, Drew Quale had submitted a further request for extra usage 
times to be included.  These were agreed. Clerk to redraw up the agreement.  Head 
Teacher and Clerk to sign. Usage times to be advertised. Primary School to also use 
the tennis courts on a Wednesday and Thursday. Notice of tennis club and school 
use advertised in noticeboard at tennis courts. 
d) Millennium Beacon – this was now ready to be erected. Members agreed for it to 
be re-sited just inside the gate by the toddler play area in line with the two trees.  
Cllr Ambrose to follow up. 
e) Annual Maintenance Plan – the Clerk had circulated the proposed plan to all 
members. This was agreed. Clerk to circulate to Chris Mortimer and the football and 
cricket clubs. Prior to the meeting it had been agreed for Cllr Ambrose to arrange for 
a soil analysis, cost in the region of £50. He circulated the report to all members. 
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This showed no requirement for fertilising however it highlighted the need to apply 
lime to the sportsground and the football pitches. It was agreed to order 10 tonne of 
lime, this being the cheapest option. Clerk to inform the football club. Cllr Ambrose 
advised members that Geoffrey Probert had kindly agreed that the section of land 
running from Wharf Lane to the vicarage could now be included within the boundary 
of the sportsground.  Cllr Ambrose to clear and make good. Clerk to inform Chris 
Mortimer so that he could include the section within his grasscutting regime. 
f) Reserving of parking bay – the Noah’s Ark Playgroup had kindly offered the use of 
their stored cones for club users of the community centre and sportsground to mark 
out a disabled bay near the side kitchen entrance as and when required.  The Clerk 
had informed Mrs Butler who thanked the committee for following up on her request 
for a disabled bay. 
g) Public Liability for events - the Clerk had written to all event organisers for copies 
of their insurance cover.  River Stour Trust’s received to cover all their events.  Still 
waiting on copy from Music Festival. 
h) Main gate sign - members agreed that the new gate sign was sufficient and did 
not require upgrading. 
5/05/14 QUEEN ELIZABETH 11 FIELD NOMINATION 
The Clerk was still progressing the nomination. The Committee agreed that a 
Statutory Declaration should be drawn up for one section of the sports ground where 
no title could be traced. It was agreed that the second section shown as the Rookery 
should not be included in the Statutory Declaration. First registration still to be 
applied to the Land Registry by Bures St Mary Parish Council as landowner. Draft 
Deed of Dedication received.   
6/05/14 CORRESPONDENCE 
A request had been received for a waste bin to be sited at the recycling centre. It was 
agreed not to proceed. But the committee did discuss that it would be advantageous to 
erect a carrier bag recycling tube. It was agreed to re-site the present dog waste bin to 
inside the sportsground and replace with a carrier bag recycling tube.   
Hugh Turner had written to the committee requesting all fishing within the village from land 
owned by, or maintained by, the parishes to be reserved for residents. Cllr Jackson 
confirmed that Bures Common and the section along the sportsground from the Rookery 
were the only banks which applied. The request was accepted and Cllr Jackson would 
arrange for a notice to be erected at the sportsground as per the temporary sign presently 
erected at Bures Common. 
7/05/14 APPROVAL FOR EVENTS 
Bures Primary School had advised that the school sports day would be held on 19th 
June and if wet then on 26th June. A school tournament morning to be held on 22nd 
July. All noted and approved.  
It was noted that the Music Festival marquee would be erected on 8th July. 
It was noted that the Sudbury to the Sea event on September 13th had agreed to use 
the cricket club toilet facilities for a nominal charge of £50 to the club in preference to 
a portaloo as used the previous year. Chris Mortimer had agreed to put out extra 
waste bins on the day and would empty at the end of the event. 
8/05/14 SPORTS GROUND INSPECTION 
Councillor’s report: Cllr Saer reported the following:  
Sportsground clear of dog faeces.  
Fence along boundary of toddler play area damaged. Ron Wright to be asked to repair. 
Children playing on cricket site screens and she suggested the screens should be moved 
closer to the cricket pavilion. Clerk to follow up with cricket club.  
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Groundsman shed needed painting and wood repairing. Coronation shelter also needed 
painting and one tile missing on roof. It was agreed for the Clerk to approach the Court 
Ordered Community Service to see whether this work was within its remit.  
Back edging on landing stage damaged but not dangerous.  
Moss around edges of tennis courts.  
Boundary area of Greenhayes and the sportsground needed clearing of debris. Clerk 
to discuss with Chris Mortimer.  
Grass cuttings being left in the Rookery by the cricket club.  Clerk to request the 
cuttings to be scattered to prevent the area becoming unsightly. 
Items previously raised for action: 
Roundabout repairs - Cllr Ambrose advised that the roundabout was nearing completion 
and would be back in place as soon as possible. 
Seesaw bushes - an estimate from Playquip had been obtained for the repairs  £180 + 
VAT. This was accepted. 
Basket swing seat - an estimate from Playquip had been obtained to hang the previously 
purchased seat from Wicksteed £280 + VAT. This was accepted.   
BBQ repairs - Ron Adams had repaired but at a cost of £120.  This was accepted.  
Tennis Court items: Chris Mortimer had confirmed with the Clerk that he had not 
pressure washed but only moss killed and swept as he was unsure whether pressure 
washing would remove the markings.  It was agreed to see whether the youth tennis  
players would be willing to clear and tidy the debris still left around the edge of the courts. 
Clerk to follow up. Came & Company had confirmed that the tennis club was not covered 
by the parish council’s insurance. Philip Gough advised that he was arranging for the 
club’s own insurance cover. 
Chris Mortimer works: Chirs Mortimer’s monthly inspection had shown no faults on the 
play equipment but had highlighted damage to the safety surface under the hanging bars. 
It was agreed to accept his quotation of £90 + VAT for its repair and to proceed 
immediately to avoid further damage. 
Bench at side gate near toddler play area repaired. Strimming around the boundary 
of the sportsground completed. Waste bin at footbridge and the lifebelt casing to be 
cleaned. Grasscutting now satisfactory and to the condition required. Cllr Saer 
requested that inside the lifebelt also be cleaned. Clerk to follow up. 
9/05/14 ADULT EXERCISE EQUIPMENT (SECTION 106 FUNDING) 
Cllr Saer and the Clerk had followed up on a second survey as requested by 
Babergh District Council.  Still waiting on feedback from Nick Elliott, BDC Public 
Realm Officer. The Clerk had arranged a meeting with Cllr Saer, Cllr Ambrose, 
herself and a representative from Playquip of Arlesford to gain advice and costs for 
upgrading the play equipment. A quotation from Playquip totalling £24,852.72 was 
circulated to all members. This quotation included the adult play equipment 
£11,711.52 which the survey had shown to be the most popular preference for use of 
allocated S106 funds from BDC. A quotation for an aerial swing which had been a 
close second preference had also been included. Subject to the Clerk obtaining 2 
more quotations for the aerial swing as per the Committee’s Financial Regulations 
requirement, it was agreed to accept the quotation for all items.   
Proposer: Cllr Saer. Seconder: Cllr Butcher.  
10/05/14 FINANCE 
Finance & Budget Monitoring Report – circulated, noted and attached. 
Bank reconciliation dated 6th May 2014 – circulated, noted and attached. 
Half year precept requests to BHPC & BSMPC had been submitted. 
2013/14 VAT claim submitted. 
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Confirmation of Bank Mandate amendment received from Lloyds Bank. 
As instructed by the Internal Auditor, the Clerk had submitted an invoice to the 
Primary School for its use of the sportsground facilities. £40 to cover the financial 
years 2013/14 and 2014/15. Invoice for £20 to be raised for subsequent years. 
11/05/14 AUDIT MATTERS 
2013/14 year end accounts approved and agreed £2 charge per copy on request. 
2013/14 Annual Return and Statement of Assurance duly approved and signed. 
Internal Auditor’s report circulated, noted and accepted. 
The proposed St Mary Parish Council Financial Regulations were circulated and 
agreed.  It was noted that the Sports Ground Committee would be governed by  
these Financial Regulations when adopted by Bures St Mary Parish Council. 
Risk Assessments reviewed and agreed. 
Updated Asset Register agreed subject to one amendment.  To include one new 
bench. Clerk agreed to update. 
Internal Audit Review – Clerk to contact Cllrs Holbrook and McCrory to agree a date. 
Internal Auditor to complete midyear finance check – Clerk to follow up with Auditor. 
Clerk’s salary and tax for 2013/14 year end completed. 
12/05/14 ANY OTHER BUSINESS 
Cllr Butcher put forward the following for future development of the sportsground: 
Main play area to be fenced to prevent dogs running loose in that area.  
To extend the toddler play area and create a sandpit area. 
13/05/14 DATES OF FUTURE MEETINGS 
Date of next meeting – 10th July 2014 at 7.30pm 
Future dates booked – 11th September 2014, 13th November 2014,  
15th January 2015, 19th March 2015, 14th May 2015, 16th July 2015 – all to be held at 
the Committee Room, Bures Community Centre at 7.30pm. 
 
 
The meeting closed at 9.00pm. 

 

Signed:                                                Committee Chair                       Date: 

 

 

 


